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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This Office Action is in response to Restriction Requirement mailed on May 3, 2004. 
Applicants' elected Group I for examination. Claims 1-10 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Will. 

As per claim 1, Will discloses a profile creation method for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method comprising steps of: 

• providing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the 
keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4 ? lines 17-33); 

• identifying a category that corresponds to a keyword if the message exchanged within 
the virtual space contains the keyword (col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 
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• storing the identified category such that the category is correlated to a user (col. 4, lines 
17-25). 

As per claim 2, Will discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system comprising: 

• a category table in which predetermined keywords and predetermined categories are 
stored such that the keywords and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4, lines 
17-25); 

• a user table that stores users, predetermined keywords sent by the user, and the 
categories, such that the users, keywords, and categories are correlated to one another 
(col, 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

• administration means for obtaining from the conversation system a message to be sent 
to the conversation space, determining based on said category table a category that 
corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and writing in said user 
table the keyword sender, the keyword, and the determined category (col. 4, lines 51- 
57). 

As per claim 3, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores valid period and time at which the keyword was sent, in 

addition to the users, the keywords, and the categories (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 

1-8); 
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• said administration means further obtains from the conversation system the time at which 
the message containing the keyword was sent (col 4, lines 60-64); and 

• said administration means writing in said user table the time of the message and the 
valid period of the message, in addition to the keyword sender, the keyword and the 
category, and deleting an entry whose valid period since the time of message has 
expired (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 4, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and message 
senders whose messages are related to the keywords (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 
1-16); and 

• said administration means creates a conversation log in the conversation space, obtains 
from the conversation log and the conversation system the senders of messages that 
were sent before and/or after the message containing the keyword was sent, and writes 
in said user table the senders as related users, such that the related users are correlated 
with the keywords (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 5, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 

• wherein said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and rating data that 
indicates harmfulness for each user (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

• said administration means updates the rating data of a user when a predetermined 
harmful keyword is sent (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 6, Will discloses the profile creation system as set forth in claim 2, 
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• wherein the conversation system processes messages exchanged by the conversation 
devices based on users' categories stored in said user table (col. 5, lines 53-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-6). 

As per claim 7, Will discloses a computer-readable recording media having a profile 
creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that can 
exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a 
network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said 
profile creation program executing steps of: 

A: storing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the keywords 
and categories are correlated to each other (col. 4, lines 17-33); 

B: obtaining from the conversation system a message to be sent to the conversation space 
(col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if 
the message contains a (col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 

D: storing the sender of the keyword, the keyword, and the determined category, such that 
the sender, keyword, and category are correlated to one another (col. 4, lines 17-33). 

As per claim 8, Will discloses a profile creation method for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method utilizing a category table that 
can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being 
correlated to each other in the category table, said method comprising steps of: 
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• identifying based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if the 
message exchanged within the virtual space contains a keyword (col. 3, lines 65-67 and 
col. 4, lines 1-25); and 

• storing the identified category such that the category is correlated to a user (col. 3, lines 
65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-25). 

As per claim 9, Will discloses a profile creation system for use in a conversation system 
having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, the 
plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system utilizing a 
category table that can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and 
predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the category table, said profile 
creation system comprising: 

• a user table storing users, predetermined keywords spoken by the user, and the 
categories, such that the users, keywords, and the categories are correlated to one 
another (col. 3, lines 65-67 and col. 4, lines 1-16); and 

• administration means for obtaining from the conversation system a message to be sent to 
the conversation space, determining based on the category table whether or not the 
message contains a keyword, determining based on the category table a category that 
corresponds to the keyword if the message contains a keyword, and writing in said user 
table the keyword sender, the keyword, and the determined category (col. 4, lines 51-57). 

As per claim 10, Will discloses a computer-readable recording media having a profile 
creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that can 
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exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a 
network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said 
profile creation program utilizing a category table that can be referenced via the network, 
predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the 
category table, said profile creation program executing steps of: 

A: obtaining from the conversation system a message tobe sent to the conversation space 
(col. 4, lines 17-33); 

B: determining based on the category table whether or not the message contains a keyword 
(col. 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if the 
message contains a keyword (col 3, lines 51-58 and col. 4, lines 17-33); and 

D: storing the sender of the keyword, the keyword, and the determined category, such that 
the sender, the keyword, and the category are correlated to one another (col. 4, lines 17-33). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 703-305-7494. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 703-308-7562. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

LaShonda T. Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 

Itj 

August 13, 2004 



